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SUBJECT: AMIN VISIT TO KHARTOUM: APRIL POOL? 

REP: KHARTOUM 0788 

1 . PRESIDENT IDI AMIN MADE OVERNIGHT SURPRISE VISIT TO 
KHARTOUM MARCH 31 - APRIL 1, APPARENTLY WITH NO MORE ADVANCE 
NOTICE THAN HAD BEEN GIVEN WHEN HE CANCELLED EARLIER PLANS 
TO ATTEND MARCH 3 UNITY DAY CELEBRATIONS IN WAU. ALTHOUGH 
PRESIDENT NIMEIRI MET AMIN AT AIRPORT, SENIOR PONOFF 
OFFICIAL CLAIMED IGNORANCE OF VISIT EVEN AFTER ARRIVAL. 

2. TWO SIDES MANAGED PRODUCE FAIRLY ANODYNE JOINT 
STATEMENT FOR PRESIDENTS' SIGNATURES, EXPRESSING: DESIRE POR 
INCREASED COOPERATION (IRRIGATION, AGRICULTURE, AND EDUCATION); 
SUPPORT POR AFRO-ARAB SOLIDARITY; BACKING OF AFRICAN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS; AND "SATISPACTION WITH RECENT RECOG- 
NITION BY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF LEGITIMACY OP JUST 
STRUGGLE OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE...THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
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FROM OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES...” EINALLY, TWO PRESIDENTS 
AGREED ON ESTABLISHMENT OE RESIDENT UGANDAN DIPLOMATIC 
REPRESENTATION IN KHARTOUM. 

3. AMIN PROBABLY IDENTIEIED PRINCIPAL REASON FOR DROPPING 

IN WHEN HE TOLD LOCAL PRESS THAT ARABS MUST TAKE REAL INTEREST 
IN AFRICA AND THAT ECONOMIC COOPERATION MUST BE STRENGTHENED. 
(COMMENT: THIS MAY BE AMIN'S WAY OE ADMONISHING 
NIMEIRI, THE ARAB-AERICAN INTERLOCUTOR, EOR NOT HAVING 
LURED ENOUGH ARAB MONEY INTO BLACK AERICA.) WITH RESPECT 
TO MIDDLE EAST, AMIN WAS UNCHARACTERISTICALLY MILD, CLAIMING 
THAT "DISENGAGEMENT OE EORCES ON WAR ERONTS WAS A MILITARY 
AND NOT A POLITICAL ISSUE AND MUST BE TACKLED BY A MILITARY 
AND NOT A POLITICAL LEADER LIKE KISSINGER" (AMIN REERAINED 
EROM VOLUNTEERING). EINALLY AMIN, REMINDED PRESS THAT KAMPALA 
WILL HOST JULY AERICAN SUMMIT. 

4. AMIN ACCOMPANIED BY (AS IDENTIEIED IN ARAB PRESS) 

COLONEL SIPOTI, REPRESENTATIVE OF HIGH DEFENSE COUNCIL; 
AMBASSADOR KENITI, UGANDAN PERMREP TO UN; MAJOR EAROUK, 
ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT; AND KHALID AL-SHEIK, PLO 
REPRESENTATIVE IN KAMPALA. 

5. FONOEE OEEICIALS TELL US THAT PLO REP DOUBLES AS 
POLITICAL ADVISOR TO AMIN AND PROBABLY APPEARED HERE IN 
THAT CAPACITY. OTHERWISE, OEFICIALS (INCLUDING SUDANESE 
AMBASSADOR TO UGANDA) EIND VISIT BEWILDERING BUT PAR EOR 
AMIN AND PROFESS TO ASCRIBE LITTLE IMPORTANCE TO IT. WE 
INCLINED AGREE ON BOTH COUNTS. 
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